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SWEET COMFORT 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

John 14:15-21 

Jesus Promises the Holy Spirit 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and 

he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world 

will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day 

you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my 

commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 

 

 

Several months ago, the city of Northampton, England made the news. They had a 

number of mysterious sightings.  Where they sightings of UFO’s?  No. Sightings of a 

clown, or of a person dressed like a clown was seen walking around the city streets 

night after night. Now, this clown had not attacked anyone. He had not even 

threatened anyone. But this clown was really creeping people out. Strangely enough, 

this was not the first time something like this had happened.  

 

Back in 1981, police in Brookline Massachusetts were on the lookout for a van 

occupied by several clowns. Several children had reported that these clowns had 

tried to lure them into their van with promises of candy. The next day the Boston Public 

Schools issued a memo. It urged school principals to remind all of their students to stay 

away from strangers, especially strangers dressed as clowns. Those of us who have a 

fear about clowns would say “amen” to that. Clowns can be funny. But they can also 
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be creepy and disturbing, because you can instantly recognize a clown, but you 

don’t know who the clown is. You can recognize a clown from his makeup, but you 

don’t know who is behind that makeup, wig, and fake red nose, unless the clown 

happens to live at your house. 

 

Jesus says something like that about the Holy Spirit. Jesus says the world does not know 

the Holy Spirit, does not know who the Holy Spirit is. “It neither sees Him nor knows Him.” 

(John 14:17) But Jesus says that you know the Holy Spirit. You who love Jesus, you know 

the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit lives at your house. “You know Him, for He lives 

with you and will be in you.” (John 14:17) 

 

Yes, the Holy Spirit lives with you. He even goes with you wherever you go, because 

the Holy Spirit is even in you.  He has been in you ever since you were baptized. In fact, 

that’s the only way you can love Jesus. The only way you can believe Jesus loves you 

and died for you and came alive again for you is that the Holy Spirit is in you. 

 

Yes, this is hard to understand. The teaching on the Holy Spirit is one of the most 

mysterious teachings in the Bible. It is hard to understand how Jesus can say that you 

know the Holy Spirit and that the Holy Spirit lives with you and is in you. Maybe we’re 

not supposed to understand this. Maybe we’re just supposed to believe it. Like when 

someone you love very much goes into surgery and they tell you they’ll be back in a 

little while. You just believe them. So, you just believe Jesus when He says you know the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

But those “little whiles” can sure make us afraid. “Little whiles” can make us nervous, 

worried, afraid. Jesus told His disciples, “Yet a little while and the world will see Me no 

more.” (John 14:19) Some minutes passed, and then Jesus said the same thing again. 

“In a little while, you will see Me no more.” (John 16:16) This made the disciples 

nervous, worried, afraid. You don’t have to age many years before you learn that 

when someone says “in a little while,” it’s not the kind of news you want to hear. “How 

long will this hurt?” “Only for a little while.” “How long before this medication begins to 

work?” “Oh, it’ll be a little while.”  
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Yes, the Holy Spirit is still with you and even in you when you are in the middle of one of 

those “little whiles.” But when you are in pain, or when you are in grief, or when you 

are sick, or when you have lost your job, or when someone you love very much is very 

ill, and you are told that it will last for only a little while, it’s hard to believe that the Holy 

Spirit is with you, on your side. What do they mean when they say “a little while”? 

Usually it feels a lot longer than a little while. The “little while” makes us feel nervous, 

worried, and afraid that it’s going to last a lot longer, and it’s going to be bad. Sure, 

the Holy Spirit is with us during the “little while.” But how do we know the Holy Spirit isn’t 

just laughing at us like we’re the clowns? 

 

Well, the Holy Spirit doesn’t laugh at you. Rather, the Holy Spirit tenderly whispers in 

your ear.  

 

When Jesus told His disciples that in a little while they would not see Him, Jesus was 

speaking of what was about to happen to Him as a result of His crucifixion. For a little 

while, for three days, they would not see Him. But that little while would not last. The 

disciples would see Jesus again on Easter, because Jesus would live again, would 

come alive again. 

 

So will you!! The Holy Spirit helps you remember that no matter how tough the little 

while may get, no matter how long the little while may last, it will come to an end. The 

Holy Spirit helps you remember the same words Jesus told His disciples when they were 

nervous about not seeing Jesus for a little while: “Because I live, you also will live.” 

(John 14:19) The Holy Spirit reminds you of these words of Jesus to remind you that as 

Jesus came alive again so will you and your loved ones who fall asleep in Jesus. Our 

little whiles will not last - the Holy Spirit helps us remember that because sometimes we 

need someone to help us remember.  

 

Just like it was with the case of the great blues guitarist Jimmie Reed. Jimmie Reed 

grew up in Mississippi loving music and became one of the most popular and 

successful blues performers of the 1950’s and early ’60’s. But Jimmie Reed would get so 

wrapped up in his guitar playing that he would forget the words to his songs. So, it is 
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said that if you listen carefully to his records, sometimes you can hear a woman’s voice 

on his records. The woman on the recordings was Jimmie Reed’s wife. She was known 

to whisper to him the words of his songs so that he would remember them to sing 

them. 

 

The words of the song that the Holy Spirit whispers in your ear are “I know that my 

Redeemer lives,” and “because I live, you also will live.” The Holy Spirit helps you 

remember these words. In John 14:26, Jesus says of the Holy Spirit: “He will remind you 

of everything I have said to you.”  

 

In helping us remember Jesus’ words, the Holy Spirit helps us trust that there is a 

purpose to our “little whiles”. The death of Jesus, that little while when the disciples 

could not see Him, was turned into the blessing of salvation both for those disciples 

and for us. So also our little whiles can be turned into a blessing for us, can be turned 

into loving Jesus more, can be turned into drawing us closer to Jesus, perhaps even 

preparing us for higher purposes. The Holy Spirit helps you to trust that. 

 

You know the Holy Spirit. In my pastoral ministry to kids, I used to, from time to time, 

dress up as a clown, makeup, wig, red nose and all.  I would change my voice, and 

no one could guess who I really was, except for my own kids. They knew who the 

clown was, because I lived with them. You know the Holy Spirit, because He lives with 

you. He is in you. Even in the “little whiles” of life the Holy Spirit whispers in your ear:  

 

“‘I know that my Redeemer lives. Oh, what sweet comfort this sentence gives.’ 

Remember Jesus says, ‘Because I live, you also will live.’”  

 

Then the Holy Spirit enables us to sing those words from our heart. 

 

AMEN 

 


